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Pier Luigi Petrillo 

Full Professor of Comparative Public Law 

e-mail: pierluigi.petrillo@unitelmasapienza.it 

 

Curriculum  

 

Academic position 

 

Ongoing  

Full professor of Comparative Public Law (SSD IUS/21) at Unitelma Sapienza University of Rome 

since 2016.  

At the same University, since 2009, he has held the courses of Environmental and Sustainability Law, 

Environmental Law and Procedure of Territorial Autonomies, Comparative Environmental 

Governance, Methodology of Legal Sciences, Comparative Public Law, Cultural Heritage Law, 

Comparative Law of Groups and Minorities, Lobbying Law, and Comparative Law of Public 

Security. 

He is Director of the UNESCO Chair on Intangible Cultural Heritage and Comparative Law. He has 

been appointed by the Rector as « Student Guarantor ». He is member of the Academic Senate.  

He is, also, Director of the School of Cultures, Politics and Democracies at the Department of Law 

and Digital Society.  

Since 2010, he has been professor of Lobbying Theory and Techniques, master's degree program in 

Political Science, at Luiss Guido Carli, Rome.  

At the same university, he is also lecturer in Comparative Law of Pressure Groups and Regulating 

Heritage Markets at the Master's degree program in Policies and Governance in Europe.  

Since 2018, he has been a member of the Scientific Steering and Coordinating Committee of the 

Scientific Studies Series of the National Anti-Corruption Authority (ANAC).  

He is a member of the Rome Bar Association (list of university professors). 

 

2010-2016 

From 2014 to 2016, he was associate professor of Comparative Public Law at Unitelma Sapienza 

University of Rome. 

At the same university, he was, from 2010 to 2014, permanent researcher in Comparative Public Law 

(IUS/21). 

From the academic year 2011/2012 to the academic year 2017/2018, he was adjunct professor of 

Cultural Heritage Legislation and Institutional Relations at the Master in Management of Art and 

Cultural Resources at IULM University in Milan. 

 

2006-2010 

From July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2010, he was fixed-term researcher in Institutions of Public Law at the 

Faculty of Economics, University of Siena.  

During the academic years 2006/2007, 2007/2008, 2008/2009 and 2009/2010, at the Faculty of 

Economics, University of Siena, he was Adjunct Professor of Regional Law.  

In the 2006/2007 academic year, he was an adjunct professor of Constitutional Law - Module II at 

the Faculty of Law, LUMSA University of Rome.  

 

Awards, scholarships and research grants in Italy and abroad 

Awards and scholarships and/or research grants from the British Academy, the Accademia dei Lincei, 

the CNR - National Research Council (Young Researchers Program 2005), the Chamber of Deputies, 

the Senate of the Republic, and the Federal Government of Canada (twice), he has carried out research 

and individual study and has lectured also by invitation, at numerous foreign universities including 

Columbia University in New York (USA), McGill University in Montreal (Canada), New York 
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University (USA), Pontifical University of São Paulo (PUC), Rio de Janeiro State University (UERJ), 

University of Fortaleze (Brazil). 

 

Public Administration Support Activities 

 

2002-2006 

From 2002 to 2006, under President Ciampi, he worked in the Office of the General Secretariat of 

the Presidency of the Republic. 

 

2006-2009 

 -From 2006 to 2007, he was Director of International and Community Affairs (OACI) of the Cabinet 

Office of the Minister of the Environment and Land and Sea Protection. During the same period, he 

was a member of the Technical Secretariat for Marine Protected Areas of the Ministry of Environment 

and Land and Sea Protection. 

-From 2007 to 2008, he was Deputy Chief of the Legislative Bureau and Director of the Parliamentary 

Observatory of the Ministry of Environment.  

 -In 2007, at the Prime Minister's Office, he co-coordinated the Study Commission on Pressure 

Groups drafting the so-called "ddl Santagata," the only government-initiated bill on transparency in 

relations between public decision makers and special interests. 

-At the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities, from 2008 to 2010 and from 2012 to 2018, he 

was a member of the Commission for the Financing of UNESCO Sites under Law No. 77/2006. 

 

2009-2011 

-From 2009 to 2011, he served as Deputy Chief of the Legislative Bureau, Director of the Unit for 

Parliamentary Support and Analysis (USAP) and Legal Advisor to the Minister of Agriculture, Food 

and Forestry. 

-From September to December 2011 he was an expert on European affairs for the Presidency of the 

Council of Ministers. 

-From 2006 to 2008, 2009 to 2011, 2012 to 2014, and 2014 to 2021, at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

he was a member of the Italian National Commission for UNESCO. 

 

2012-2013 

-From January 2012 to September 2013, he was legal adviser to the Minister of Agriculture, Food 

and Forestry and coordinator of the Transparency Unit (UpT) of the Ministry of Agriculture, Food 

and Forestry. 

-From September 2012 to March 2020, at the Presidency of the Council of Ministers, he was a 

member of the Committee of Supervisors to oversee the use of funds raised for the people of the 

Emilia Romagna-Veneto-Lombardy regions affected by earthquake events in May 2012. 

-In 2012, on behalf of the Department of European Policies of the Presidency of the Council, he 

drafted a proposal to regulate the lobbying phenomenon aimed, on the one hand, at strengthening the 

Italian presence in Brussels and, on the other, at making Italian decision-making transparent. 

-In 2012, at the behest of the Minister of Justice, he participated in the work of the study committee 

for drafting a bill on the regulation of pressure groups. 

-From May 2012 to May 2014, he was a member of the Technical Secretariat for Research Policy of 

the Directorate General for Universities and Research of the Ministry of Universities and Research 

 

2013-2015 

-From September 2013 to May 2014 he was legal adviser to the Minister of Culture and Tourism. 

-In the years 2013 and 2014, on behalf of the OECD, prepared a study on the state of lobbying in 

Italy and possible regulatory models 
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-From July 2014 to July 2015 he was adviser for the European Semester to the Minister of the 

Environment and Land and Sea Protection. 

 

2015-2018 

-From June 2014 to May 2018, he served as legal adviser to the Minister of Agriculture, Food and 

Forestry.  

-From January 2015 to March 2018, he was a member of the Strategic Reflection Group for European 

Policies of the Presidency of the Council of Ministers  

-From August 2015 to June 2018, he was Head of the Legislative Office of the Campania Region. In 

this capacity, he promoted legislative simplification, regulatory analysis and transparent decision-

making processes, achieving the Open Government Award of the Presidency of the Council of 

Ministers and the "Prize of Prizes" in 2017 as a national best practice granted by the Cotec Foundation 

sponsored by the Presidency of the Italian Republic.  

- From 2017 to 2018, he was a member of the SVIMEZ Board of Directors. 

 

2018-2021 

-From June 2018 to February 2021, he served as Chief of the Cabinet of the Minister of the 

Environment and Land and Sea Protection.  

-From 2018 to 2021, he was a member of the Board of Directors of the Italy-China Foundation.  

 -In the period 2018-2021 it was also:  

- At the Ministry of Environment:  

o Coordinator of the Steering Committee for the organization of preparatory events for the 

Conference of the Parties to the UNFCC (CoP26) - dm No. 25, Feb. 4, 2020;  

o Chairman of the Advisory Committee for International Environmental Cooperation - 

Ministerial Decree No. 170 of August 7, 2020; 

o Member of the Study Commission for the drafting of a constitutional bill for the inclusion 

of environmental, ecosystem and sustainable development values in the Constitution of 

the Republic of Italy - dm No. 33, February 14, 2019 

o Chairman of the Investigative Committee for the examination of declarations of 

availability for the purpose of the appointment of an expert position under Article 168 of 

Presidential Decree No. 18 of 1967 at the Permanent Representation of Italy to the 

European Union in Brussels - Ministerial Decree No. 286 of October 2, 2019;  

o Coordinator of the Bioeconomy and Sustainable Taxation Committee - Ministerial Decree 

No. 338, November 27, 2019; 

o Chairperson, in place of the Minister, of the Commission for the Study and Development 

of Proposals for the Ecological Transition and the Reduction of Environmentally Harmful 

Subsidies - Ministerial Decree No. 29 of February 5, 2020; 

o Coordinator of the Working Group on Sustainable Finance-Dm No. 75, April 2, 2020; 

o Full member in the "Inter-Ministerial Committee for the implementation of Article 1, 

Paragraph 92 of the Budget Law for 2020 in relation to the issuance of Green government 

bonds" - dm mef no 88882 of November 26, 2020; 

o Member of the Commission for Environmental Merit -dm 288/2018;  

o Member, as an expert, of the Committee for the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the 

UNESCO World Heritage Dolomites and its Scientific Council - dm n. 60 of 2019;  

- At the OECD:  

o Member of the Global Forum on Environment;  

o Member of the Steering Committee Forum Green Growth and Sustainable Development;  

- At the Presidency of the Republic: 

o Member in the Institutional Coordination Committee for activities related to the 

management of the Castelporziano Presidential Estate - dm 4977 of March 10, 2020 / 

Decree of the SG of the Presidency of the Republic No. 111 of July 7, 2020; 
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- At the Presidency of the Council:  

o Full member of the Coordination Group responsible for carrying out activities preparatory 

to the exercise of special powers under Article 15, Paragraph 2, of Presidential Decree No. 

179 of December 18, 2020; 

- At FORMEZ PA: member of the Steering Committee. 

 

2018-ongoing 

- At UNESCO, since December 2018 he has been a member of the Evaluation Body of the UNESCO 

Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage (the first Italian to be a member, the 

only European). From February 2021 to February 2022 he was Vice President of the same body.  

From February 2022 to Febraury 2023, he was President of the Evaluation Body of the ICH 

UNESCO. Currently He is member of the UNESCO Global Network of Facilitators.    

- Member of the board of directors of Pantelleria National Park. 

- Chairman of the National Technical Committee for the UNESCO "Man and Biosphere" Program of 

the Ministry of Energy Transition 

- Chairman of the Reserve Commission of the Ventotene and Santo Stefano Islands Marine Protected 

Area.  

- Member of the National Commission on Green Bond at the Italian Minister of Economics as national 

expert.  

 

Associations 

He is a Former Aspen Junior Fellow.  

In July 2017, he was designated as a Young Leader by the Council for the USA and Italy by attending 

the 33rd Young Leader Conference in Boston, USA. 

Member of the Italian Section of the Ibero-American Institute of Constitutional Law (University of 

Bologna). 

Partner, former Secretary General and now member of the Board of Directors of the Comparative and 

European Public Law Association (DPCE).  

He is member of the scientific committee of the band A journals DPCE online (published by Il 

Mulino) and Percorsi costituzionali (published by Jovene). He is scientific reviewer for several band 

A journals. 

Member of the National Association of Legal Computer Science and Information Technology 

Teachers. 

Member of the Scientific Committee of the electronic journal of "Law, Economics and Management."  

He has been a fellow of the Center for European Studies at Columbia University (New York), the 

International Society on Iranian Studies at the University of California (Berkeley), the International 

Council of Social Sciences, and the Devolution Club. 

 

Participation and coordination of research projects 

He has participated, also as scientific coordinator, in national and international research projects 

funded by MIUR (PRIN), Luiss Guido Carli, University of Rome Unitelma Sapienza, Formez, CNR, 

University of Siena, CUEIM, CURSA. 

 

Publications 

He is the author of 7 monographs, 4 curatorships and more than 185 essays in Italian, English, French, 

Spanish, Portuguese, and Polish, mainly in Italian and foreign Fascia A journals and in anonymously 

refereed collected volumes.  

He wrote, among others, this books:  

1) The constitutional system of Iran (Il Mulino 2010), 

2) Democracies under pressure. Parliaments and Lobbies in Comparative Public Law, Giuffrè 

2011 (especially pp. 340 ff.) 
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3) Theories and techniques of lobbying. Rules, cases, procedures, Il Mulino 2021 (especially pp. 

193 ff.) –Translated in Portuguese (2022), Spanish (2021) and French (2023) 

 

He wrote on national newspapers such as Il Sole 24 Ore, Il Riformista, La Repubblica, Il Fatto 

Quotidiano and is currently a columnist for the newspaper "Domani" where he writes about 

comparative politics and the quality of Italian democracy.  

 

Conferences and conventions 

He has spoken as a speaker at more than 220 national and international conferences, lectures, 

seminars, and meetings, speaking in Italian, English, French, Spanish, and Portuguese.  

 

Rome, May 23, 2022 

         


