
Prof. dr. Marc Jacobs, Heritage Department, Faculty of Design Sciences, University Antwerp 
and Vrije Universiteit Brussel

Safeguarding ICH in «Belgium»
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While the 2003 convention was ratified and
first implemented…
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Anticipation and implementation in the Communities of Belgium
2003 Convention and the Operational Directives (2008, …)

UNESCO

-Actively involved in expert drafting phase
(2001-2003: Jean-Pierre Ducastelle & Marc
Jacobs)

- Masterpieces of the oral and intangible
heritage of humanity (2001-2003-2005)

- 2003 Convention Ratified (Flemish,
French, and German Speaking
Community->) by Belgium in 2006

- 2006-2008: Belgium member of first
Intergovernmental Committee ->
Operational Directives 2008

- Representative List

1998 Flemish Decree on Popular Culture

2002: Decree on movable cultural goods and
intangible cultural heritage of the French Community
(masterpieces)

2008 Decree on cultural heritage policy in Flanders
(popular culture integrated)

2010 Policy note on intangible heritage in Flanders
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Living Human Treasures

Masterpieces of oral and
intangible heritage

2002

French 
Community
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European Framework 
Convention on the 
Value of Cultural 
Heritage for Society 
(Faro, 2005), article 2.2.

“a heritage community 
consists of people who 
value specific aspects of 
cultural heritage
which they wish, within 
the framework of public 
action, to sustain and 
transmit to future
generations.“
(Belgium ratified 1/9/2022)

Cultural Heritage Decree,  
Flemish Community,  
23/5/2008, article 2.5.

“ cultural heritage
community: a community 
that consists of 
organisations and people
who attribute a specific
value to cultural heritage or 
specific aspects of it,  and
who wish, within the
framework of public action, 
to sustain and transmit the
cultural heritage or specific
aspects to future
generations” 

Cultural Heritage Decree, 
24/2/2017, article 3.3

“cultural heritage
community: a community 
that consists of 
organisations and people
who attribute a specific
value to cultural heritage,  
and who wish, to sustain and
transmit that cultural
heritage to future
generations”

https://books.openedition.org/gup/220: Lauso Zagato on the impact of heritage communities

https://books.openedition.org/gup/220
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Bescherming (protection) -> Borgen (2010)

2. 3. “Safeguarding” means measures aimed at

ensuring the viability of the intangible cultural

heritage, including the identification, documentation,

research, preservation, protection, promotion,

enhancement, transmission, particularly through

formal and non-formal education, as well as the

revitalization of the various aspects of such heritage.

Ministry for Culture + network of NGOs

-> Cultural heritage Decree 2017: Separate

coordinating and sensitizing NGO Werkplaats

Immaterieel Erfgoed (Workshop Intangible Heritage)
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http://www.immaterieelerfgoed.be/
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Ostbelgien : German speaking community
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2022
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-> report of Belgium on the basis of the Overall Results Framework : SDGs and beyond

-> new vision policy tekst (2022) -> English version to be distributed in 17COM Rabat
2022

-> Charter Project: https://charter-alliance.eu/ (2021-2024)

Future developments…

https://charter-alliance.eu/
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