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Overview: 3 key points

Ratification 
process of the 

2003 
Convention

Safeguarding 
and legal 

anchorage of 
ICH in Austria

National 
inventorying 

process of 
elements of ICH
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1. Ratification Process of the 2003 Convention  

2009: Ratification of the Convention

2006: Focal Point for Intangible Culutral Heritage at Austrian Commission for
UNESCO

Survey conducted in Austria: Focus on thematic areas: (4) Knowledge and 
practices concerning nature and the universe and (5) Traditional Craftsmanship

2003: Convention adopted by the UNESCO General Conference 
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2. Legal Anchorage of ICH in Austria
Q

u
es

ti
o

n Who is in charge 
for the 
safeguarding? R

el
at

io
n

 
b

et
w

ee
n Article 15 of 

Federal 
Constitution: 
Federal State vs. 
Federal Provinces 

C
h

al
le

n
g

e Relatively 
independent 
Federal 
Provinces, called 
Bundesländer

Article 15 of the Constitution: 
general clauses: 
the Bundesländer are 
responsible for any area of 
legislation or administration 
which is not specifically within 
the purview of the federal level

http://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/Erv/ERV_1930_1/ERV_1930_1.pdf
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2.1. Division of responsibilities for Culture in Austria
State authorities are responsible for:
o Cultural policy on the federal level focuses 

on the issues of cultural diversity and cultural 
provision, internationalisation, promotion of 
young artists

o Maintenance and administration of cultural 
heritage-sites (Art. 10(13) Constitution)

o Federal museums and national libraries (Art. 
10(13) Constitution)

o Legislative framework for public libraries (Art. 
10(13) Constitution)

o International cultural cooperation, external 
cultural policy and EU culture policy 
activities (Art. 10 (2) Constitution)

o Providing financial support for cultural 
activities of the federal states and local 
authorities

o Setting up arts competitions, providing 
awards and scholarships.

Federal Province authorities are 
responsible for:
o Providing support in terms of content 

and funding for cultural activities
o Promotion of cultural activities
o Promoting the maintenance of old 

municipal and town centres
o Annual report on cultural sponsorship, 

further cultural publications
o Contemporary art promotion
o Annual festivals in the federal states
o Music schools, theatres, cinemas
o Heritage, tradition and folk art

http://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/Erv/ERV_1930_1/ERV_1930_1.pdf
http://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/Erv/ERV_1930_1/ERV_1930_1.pdf
http://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/Erv/ERV_1930_1/ERV_1930_1.pdf
http://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/Erv/ERV_1930_1/ERV_1930_1.pdf
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Federal Provinces & Federal State
3. Examples for formal Safeguarding 

Federal Provinces
• Legal competences of the 

nine provincial 
governments & respective 
cultural promotion acts, 
e.g. exclusion of certain 
bureaucratic procedures

However: 
• Seldom mention of ICH 

explicitly in policies and 
infrequently programs, 
e.g. Bird-catching in the 
Salzkammergut

Federal State
• Responsibilities on 

Federal-state level for 
elements in certain areas; 
e.g. in the agricultural area

However:
• Financial Support + 

Measures taken by public 
bodies; e.g. training 
program Forestry & 
Culture
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4. Counterproductivity of legal developments

Contribution: Visibility for elements 
and their requirements 

Results: Too many regulations 
hampering evolvement of practices 

Study: Economic factor of Traditional 
Craftsmanship in Austria
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5. Inventorying Process for ICH in Austria

Pechölbrennen im östlichen 
Mühlviertel

(5) Communication to bearers and 
practicioners and the public about

inclusion on the inventory

(6) Celebration with all newly
included elements

(1) Compilation of the applicatio form for the
national inventory

(2) Formal Check at the Austrian 
Commission

(3) Information send to advisory panel for ICH in 
Austria

(4) Discussion of the elements during
the meeting with decision on ist 

inclusion/referral/rejection
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6. National Inventory for ICH

157 elements 
currently

=
11 Oral Traditions

26 Performing arts
62 Social Practices

19 Knowledge about
Nature/Universe

39 Traditional Craftsmanship

Expanded 
every year (1-2 
timer per year)

Inscription 
does not

guarantee any 
further legal 
or financial 

support
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Addendum: Information & Links

Information: 

Cristina Biasetto

Department of Intangible
Cultural Heritage at the Austrian 
Commission for UNESCO
Universitätsstraße 5/12
A-1010 Vienna, Austria
Tel.: (+43 1) 526 13 01-16
Email: biasetto@unesco.at
https://www.unesco.at/

Links and Sources (selected): 

• ICH in Austria: 
https://www.unesco.at/en/culture/intangible-
cultural-heritage

• National Inventory: 
https://www.unesco.at/kultur/immaterielles-
kulturerbe/oesterreichisches-verzeichnis

• Periodic Report for Austria (2021): 
https://www.unesco.at/en/culture/intangible-
cultural-heritage/implementation-in-
austria/periodic-report

• Study on Traditional Craftsmanship: 
https://www.wko.at/branchen/gewerbe-
handwerk/study-traditional-craftsmanship-
austria.pdf

• Compendium on Cultural Policy in Austria: 
https://www.culturalpolicies.net/database/searc
h-by-country/country-profile/?id=3

mailto:biasetto@unesco.at
https://www.unesco.at/
https://www.unesco.at/en/culture/intangible-cultural-heritage
https://www.unesco.at/en/culture/intangible-cultural-heritage
https://www.unesco.at/kultur/immaterielles-kulturerbe/oesterreichisches-verzeichnis
https://www.unesco.at/kultur/immaterielles-kulturerbe/oesterreichisches-verzeichnis
https://www.unesco.at/en/culture/intangible-cultural-heritage/implementation-in-austria/periodic-report
https://www.unesco.at/en/culture/intangible-cultural-heritage/implementation-in-austria/periodic-report
https://www.unesco.at/en/culture/intangible-cultural-heritage/implementation-in-austria/periodic-report
https://www.wko.at/branchen/gewerbe-handwerk/study-traditional-craftsmanship-austria.pdf
https://www.wko.at/branchen/gewerbe-handwerk/study-traditional-craftsmanship-austria.pdf
https://www.wko.at/branchen/gewerbe-handwerk/study-traditional-craftsmanship-austria.pdf
https://www.culturalpolicies.net/database/search-by-country/country-profile/?id=3
https://www.culturalpolicies.net/database/search-by-country/country-profile/?id=3
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